COLLABORATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNIVERSITY OF MURCIA (SPAIN) AND

COUNTERPART INSTITUTION (COUNTRY)
The University of Murcia (UMU), represented by Rector José Luján Alcaraz and ___________, represented by _____________

Both parties undersign this agreement as befits their duties, faculties and position, and on behalf of their respective entities.

AND THEY DECLARE


That the University of Murcia is an institution equipped with the necessary legal and public staff for the fulfilment of its aims, which include the education of all its students to a level of professional capacity within their areas of study. It likewise recognises that the sphere of development of its students needs be ever broader, extending beyond regional and international borders, and to meet such objectives, el Vicerrectorado de Internacionalización (Vice-Rectorate for Internationalisation) promotes the internationalization of the University of Murcia, by facilitating participation of its members in programmes of an international character and by making the Institution a focus for international interest.


Counterpart institution’s goals at international level

That the University of Murcia and XXX, deeming that they share some common and complementary objectives, wish to undersign this Agreement in order to improve their respective missions, and hence they draw up this document under the terms of the clauses hereinafter: 
EXCHANGE AGREEMENT FOR UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS AND FACULTY

Article 1. Objective. The aim of the present agreement is the establishment of an exchange program, which fosters the exchange students, and faculty members, in accordance with the following: 

a) Incorporation of undergraduate students into the standard educational system of the UMU and XXX.

b) Incorporation of graduate students into program of studies in which the student is admitted at the UMU and XXX
c) In the case of professor mobility, mainly with researching and teaching purposes and also for the coordination of the exchange program itself.
Article 2.- Reciprocity. For effects of the agreement and in relation to the exchange of students, both institutions:

-will maintain the principle of reciprocity for three-year periods

-will offer all of the means possible to receive students annually and equally from the counterpart university

-will try to adjust the potential unbalanced number of students within each three-year period.

As regards the reciprocity of the number of exchanged students, it will be taken into account that each student that participates in the exchange program for one complete year is equivalent to one student per academic semester (that is, two semester students would count the same as one year-long student).

 The number of students exchanged for each complete academic session (a full year or two semesters) will be agreed by both parts, as detailed on the attachment about the conditions of the exchange that will be revised and signed every year.

Following the reciprocity principle that underlies this bilateral program, the signing institutions agree to cooperate in mobility on the basis of student tuition and fees waiving at the host university (fees will be paid at home institution).

Article 3.-Student Exchange. Each university will be able to annually receive undergraduate students from the other university to study during the academic year or a semester.
The students will in principle be able to register in any of the classes of the normal course program at the host university according to the following regulations:

1) ___________ students, through their choice of a number of credits ranging from a minimum of 20 to a maximum of 30 from those offered by the UMU for one semester or from a minimum of 40 to a maximum of 60 for a full year, will be bound by and entitled to the same obligations and rights as all other students, and are thus required to respect any such limitations pertaining to the norms of the University of Murcia in this respect. 

2) UMU students through their choice of a number of credits ranging from a minimum of 12 to a maximum of 18 from those offered by XXX for one semester or from a minimum of 24 to a maximum of 34 for a full year, will be bound by and entitled to the same obligations and rights as all other students, and are thus required to respect any such limitations pertaining to the norms of XXX in this respect.

The exchange of graduate students, however, will be subject to the availability of admission to the program of choice for the applicant at the host university.

Article 4. Eligibility. The students should satisfy the following requirements to participate in the exchange program.

1) They should be registered in the home university the year they are applying and for the duration of the exchange program.

2) At the moment of applying, they should have completed the first year of their undergraduate program, at UMU and  at XXX. 
3) UMU and XXX students should have a good and sufficient knowledge and command of the language spoken in the host country (that is, English for UMU students and Spanish for XXX students). (See Article 5)

4) The undergraduates that participate in the program, before departure to the host university, should have selected the courses that they wish to take. Such selection will be done with the help and advice of the tutor at the university of origin and, therefore, it will count with his or her approval. This course selection will be done following the procedures established by the home university for the acknowledgement of studies according to its own rules and policies.

5) Graduate students should inform their tutor in their home university about their intended program of study (MA, PhD) at the host institution before the established date for this purpose. The duration of their stay in the host university will correspond with the duration of the program of studies in which the student is admitted. Generally, a maximum exchange duration will be established for two academic years unless the university of origin, the host university and the student himself/herself come to a different agreement.

Article 5. Knowledge of language at the host university. Students will have to demonstrate a command of the target language (English for UMU students and Spanish for XXX students) that enables them to successfully complete academic requirements at host institution. That knowledge will be determined by a specific language test developed and administered by the home universities as part of the selection process.

1) For UMU students going to study at XXX, it will be necessary to take one of the following tests:

- iBT TOEFL and obtain a score ranging 75-88

-an aptitude linguistics test at our Language Services
2) XXX students going to study at UMU will need to take an aptitude linguistic test which includes an oral interview with a Spanish instructor designated by XXX.

3) The students will have access to Spanish courses as a foreign language at UMU and English as a foreign language at XXX under the same conditions as students participating in other exchange programs.

If students from XXX wish to participate in the Intensive Spanish Course for Foreigners, they will have to pay the appropriate fees to the University of Murcia. University of Murcia students may choose to enroll in XXX English programs  and pay fees directly to the the host institution.

Article 6. Faculty Exchange. Each university will be able to receive a faculty member selected by the home university. The number of faculties participating in this program will be agreed at the beginning of each academic year.

1) The participant professor shall meet the requirements set by the host institution in order to be accepted as a ‘visiting professor”. 

2) Each academic department will determine the fundings for supporting this mobility. 
3) Each professor shall submit a work plan to the host institution which must be approved before departure. 
Article 7. For the fulfilment of the terms of this Agreement, the following obligations are established:

Both institutions:

· will select the students who will participate in the mobility programme in accordance with criteria relating to their level of studies at the home institution and the specific needs of each student.

· will forward to the counterpart institution within the period agreed upon a list of the participating students and all such necessary documents relating to processing the corresponding visas at the consulate.
· will guarantee that their students take out medical insurance valid for Spain and the United States for the period of their stay as students at the University of Murcia and XXX.
· will provide the counterpart with all the necessary documents of the students for their complete registration at the University (photocopy of passport, photographs and others).

· will recognise those studies followed by its students within the programme at the counterpart institution.
· process the registrations of the students for the corresponding programmes within the syllabuses of the counterpart institution.

· will inform students of the mobility programme  on their arrival about the city, the use of sports facilities and the academic functioning of the counterpart institution.

· will assist students throughout their stay at the counterpart institution with any problems that may arise, be these health, bureaucratic or academic.
· Will be responsible for the courses taken by the students and, at the end of the academic session (semester or full year), will inform the home university about the results obtained by the exchange student(s) by official transcript within three months of the students completion of the program. This is the only procedure that will be followed and the only one which ensures the acknowledgement of studies according to the Norms for Course Recognition and Acknowledgement that is in force at that moment. 

· help in finding accommodation, be it rented and with other students, in university halls of residence, with host families, in hotels or any other such accommodation as may be convenient to both institutions.  The host university will do as much as possible in order to help faculty who participate in the exchange program find appropriate accommodation, according to the resources available.
Article 8.  Payment of Tuition. 

Following the reciprocity principle that underlies this bilateral program, the signing institutions agree to cooperate in mobility on the basis of student tuition and fees waiving at the host university (fees will be paid at home institution).

Therefore, participating exchange students are exempted from the payment of tuition fees at the host institution as long as they pay at their own university for tuition and all other mandatory fees. This rule will be applied both to undergraduate and graduate students.

Article 9. Terms and regulations. Students coming from each institution will enjoy the same rights and benefits offered by the host institution to its own students, including access to additional host university facilities (computer labs, sport facilities, laboratories, etc.). In the same way, the students will have to follow the rules and regulations established by the host university. 

Article 10. Exchange expenses. The students and faculties will be responsible to meet any other expenses they incur during the duration of their stay at the host institution. These include travel, room and board as well as living expenses during vacation periods and between semesters, the costs of issuing a visa to enter the U.S., or any other necessary documents, the costs of obtaining health insurance, any supplements for excess of luggage or the need of luggage storage, independent travel arranged by the student, and personal expenses such as telephone calls, books, etc. 

UMU students participating in the program could benefit from any financial aid set by the University of Murcia for students going on exchange. 
Article 11. Cultural experience. The two universities will make every effort possible to organize academic and cultural programs and experiences for students and teachers under this exchange program so as to improve the awareness and knowledge of each other’s country. 

Article 12. Duration. This agreement will come into effect from the moment it is signed by the representatives of both institutions indicated below. It will run for a period of three academic years, with the possibility of being renewed as long as the participant institutions, XXX and UMU, do not express any problems within three months prior to the end of the agreed three years. If this agreement is to be terminated, the institution having hosted the larger number of student semesters to that point shall be entitled to rectify any existing imbalance within two years from the date on which the agreement is officially terminated by sending the appropriate number of students to the other institution.

The Agreement is hereby witnessed on the date and at the venue indicated  at the  beginning of the same
	On behalf of the University of Murcia

José Luján Alcaraz
Rector. 
Date:
	On behalf of XXX
Person

Title

Institution

Date:


